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ROTTERDAM PHOTO 2023 
FREEDOM REDEFINED

The theme for the 2023 edition of the Rotterdam Photo has been selected: Freedom
Redefined. 

It was inspired by the COVID-19 crisis and the drastic events of recent times. The world has
been in a constant condition of fear and isolation, and the war in Ukraine has only
heightened these fears. 

What started as distant events suddenly hit close to home. Consequently, this raised
numerous existential questions about our freedom. What does freedom mean to us? Are
we willing to give it up to a certain extent? How far are we willing to go to preserve and
protect our freedom? And how much of it do we give up when a greater interest is at stake?
How do people in other parts of the world view their freedom? For many, the freedom to
study or work is not always a given. 

Although covid-restrictions were being lifted in many countries, life has still not returned to
its routine. People all over the globe are still fighting for their freedom — whether that is the
individual freedom to express who you are, freedom of speech, or even democracy. Luckily,
we have also seen that the universal languages of love, community, solidarity, and creativity
have thrived during these difficult times. 

The pandemic has been a hard reset for many of us, forcing us to rethink our fears and
dreams. This has opened up a new dialogue about freedom. Do we take our freedom for
granted? How do we establish new ways of living in a post-pandemic era? Where do we find
freedom when it is being threatened? What kind of art do we need in times of urgency?

It is about time we tell new, inspiring stories. The message Rotterdam Photo wants to
convey is one of resilience and authenticity. Freedom Redefined shows the strength and
resourcefulness of humans in difficult times. Freedom doesn’t always have to be grand and
compelling: it can also be found in the little things.

The pandemic gave us insights into who and what has had an impact on our lives. What
makes us happy, and whom do we miss? In which ways we can love. We found solutions.
Alternatives. The pandemic has shown us that we find freedom in small things. This is
exactly what makes us human. Therefore, we challenge photographers to send us their best
and most meaningful work, focusing on the theme – Freedom Redefined. 
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Rotterdam Photo 2023 

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL

DATES: 9 -12 FEBRUARY, 2023  
LOCATION: WILLEMSPLEIN, ROTTERDAM (NL)
 
Rotterdam Photo is an annual photo fair with a festival flair. The event celebrates
the spectrum of contemporary photography in all its diversity.

Being part of the Rotterdam Art Week, the event attracts around 10.000 visitors,
among whom art lovers, collectors, gallerists, and international art press
professionals from different parts of the globe.

We will transform a Willemsplein location in the center of Rotterdam into a
street-wise photography village and hub for photography fans, populated by 60+
shipping containers repurposed into exhibition spaces.  

In addition to the exhibitions, Rotterdam Photo organizes talks, workshops, and a
fringe program with music and digital installations throughout the city. The festival
feeling is created thanks to various exhibitions and leisure activities around for all
participants. Street vendors, cafes, and restaurants on the festival's location offer
great food and delicious drinks - the public and participants can enjoy the events'
atmosphere, celebrating photography together with us.
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DATES: 10 SEPTEMBER -26 OCTOBER, 2022 
THEME: FREEDOM REDEFINED 
 
Photographers can submit their work from September 10th to October 26th,
2022 at 11:59 pm CEST. Rotterdam Photo Festival is open to submissions including
different mediums, such as photography, installations, performance, digital art, and
documentary works.

Please, find more information about participation fees, conditions and FAQ here:

RP – Production FAQ 2023
RP – Terms and Conditions 2023

APPLICATION AND SELECTION

The contest consists of three (3) rounds of evaluation. In each round, a panel of
experts in photography (the “Judges”) will each review a portion of the entries and
select a group of entries in each Category to proceed to the following round.
Entries will be judged on the basis of creativity, photographic quality, and
effectiveness in expressing the contest theme. Winners will be announced on
Rotterdam Photo website as well as on social media channels.
 
Meet our selection committee here.
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PROJECT OPEN CALL [CLOSED] 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10MxSwdJ0HHTh0HWVQ6-KbRq-XhN-IChM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r_1KlYDf5ssl3eDYOWq6KwyXTeDBiRLN/view
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DATES: 2 NOVEMBER - 6 DECEMBER, 2022 
THEME: FREEDOM REDEFINED 
 
Photographers can submit their single image work or series from November 2nd
to  December 6th, 2022 at 11:59 pm CEST. Rotterdam Photo Festival is open to
submissions including different mediums, such as photography, installations,
performance, digital art, and documentary works.

Please, find more information about participation fees, conditions and FAQ here:

RP – Single Image FAQ 2023
RP – Single Image Terms and Conditions 2023

APPLICATION AND SELECTION

The contest consists of three (3) rounds of evaluation. In each round, a panel of
experts in photography (the “Judges”) will each review a portion of the entries and
select a group of entries in each Category to proceed to the following round.
The selected images will be printed on PVC panels and exhibited on the outside
part of a designated container during the Rotterdam Photo 2023 (9 – 12 February
2023). All production costs will be covered by the Rotterdam Photo
 
Meet our selection committee here.
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SINGLE IMAGE OPEN CALL 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1GjuYvQmqFelkURSbN_GP2fpYqy8aSNg8
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1GjuYvQmqFelkURSbN_GP2fpYqy8aSNg8
https://www.rotterdamphoto.eu/selection-committee/
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CONTACT

Communication, Press, Partnerships
Daria Sazonova / communicatie.rotterdamphoto@gmail.com

Exhibitors, Sponsors
Marcel Kollen / marcel.rotterdamphoto@gmail.com

More information on our website 

Follow us

https://www.instagram.com/rotterdamphoto/?hl=es
https://www.facebook.com/rotterdamphotofestival
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGYR8sr4rE0mwHTnM1lcz3w
https://www.rotterdamphoto.eu/
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PARTNERS

PROGRAM PARTNERS

https://www.rotterdamfestivals.nl/
https://www.studio-oppa.nl/
https://www.nederlandsfotomuseum.nl/en/
https://customrent.nl/
https://elisemathilde.nl/
https://www.vanommerenpark.nl/donaties/
https://rotterdamartweek.info/
https://www.treedom.net/en/
https://www.cbkrotterdam.nl/
https://popunie.nl/regelingen/music-support-rotterdam/
https://volkskracht.nl/
https://thegalla.co/
https://www.cultuurfonds.nl/
https://rotterdamartweek.info/


MEDIA PARTNERS
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https://www.lensculture.com/
https://www.digifotopro.nl/
https://gupmagazine.com/
https://www.artconnect.com/
https://www.dodho.com/
https://foto-agenda.nl/
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